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These lectures in the winter of 1885/6 generated wide 
Uitereet and shortly afterwards they were published by 
Kegan Paul under the title 'HoBe Education". The lectures 
included prinolples of early training of children, physical, 
mental, moral and religious education etc. Their publication 
led to oorrespondenoe with many people who felt the need for 
such guidance, including the wife of the Biehop of Blpon 
and lady Aberdeen. Once more II Isa Kaeon had found a 
gap in the field of education which she proceeded to fill. 

in Bradford a ooneequence of the lectures was the 
foundation of a society for patents interested in education. 
This was the "Parents Educational Union", later to change 
its name to the Parents National Educational Union. At 
the first meeting eighty »embers were enrolled. A programme 
wae drawn up which included lecturea and dlecussions as well 
as field trips and ercurelons. (5) These lecturea were 
not only for interest. They were Intended to broaden the 
parents' minds, for It was "from the parents that the 
child must got his teal knowledge." (6) A year la 
membership of the Bradford Society had doubled. 

The success of the Bradford t^enture encouraged Miss 
Bason to open other branches Including one in London. In 
1890 a magazine was started entitled 'The lurents' Kevlow- 
to keep mem.ers In touch with one anothers- activities. 

The Parents* Review also Included articles and advice 
on the teaching and bringing up of young ehildran, t ge 
,1th bookllsta ol helpful reading matter. I* «« 
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Intereat expressed by readera in these articles which 

led Ln 1B$2 to axxangementB being made for a correspondence 

study course od education, 'fhe Hothexs* BducatLonal Course 

B8 It was to be called oonsiated of Syllabus I and Syllabua 
II with examinations at the end of each. However It eemas 
unlikely that this course would have relevant to the 
piobleme which must have faced the lower middle olaseest 
although it was hoped all parents would take advantage of it. 

The course covered a wide range of subjeete, but it la 
likely that even students in Collegea of Education today 
TOUld have found it daunting. For inatance the aecSnd 
years' reading included Emile, Pour soeiatea Dialogues 
and The Herhartlan Psychology applied to Education. A 
typical examination aneation wae "Show the part that 
ariatianity played In the history of evolution to the 
end of the 12th century" ( 7 ) or "Give the physiological 
history of an -idea' that becomes a ruling principle. Claesify 
these ideas which you would place before children and give 
suggestions snd cautions as to method". However the 
Course also included hints on plumbing, hygiene and 
diet. Por the next twenty three years many hundreds 
of papers were to be sent out each year. 

lUny of the women taking her Course and others 
,ho were members of the Parents Educations! Onion expressed 
S Wish to have their children educated at schools or by 
^.smesses who 

from the school to Bradford run by Mrs 
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two others In various parts of the ooimtry run "by friends 
or ex-puplls who had sought her advice, no such schools 
sxlBted. (li) This therefore encouraged a plan ahe 

already had in mind, to open a training college. Twenty 
years earlier while she was still at Davison School Kiss 
Mason had formulated a plan for teacher training. The 
plan she had now waa not the sane as the one of WJO (J;;.) 
Obviously the educational situation had changed, and her 
own interest In It had also changed in the twenty 
intervening years. Nevertheless some aspects reinained. 
One of the most important factors was that in both much 
of the training was to consist of practical training 
with children In a classroom situation. At Amblestde 
a 'practising school* was set up specifically for this 
purpose. 

In Januajy 1892, the House of Education aa the 
training college aaa called, eaa opened at Amhleside in 
the Lake Dietrlct. At first the plan "aa to wn coursee 
for mothcra and to train nureerr nurses as "ell as to 
train students wishing to teach. • The two former schemes 
were gradually dropped and the course hecame a preparation 
for the teaching and care of school-aged children, (8) 

The 'House of Education' stUl flouriehes. After Miss 
Hason's death it was renamed the Charlotte Mason College 
and today it is part of the national system of teacher 

tzSrinIng 


( 1 ) c 1870 Miss ■"^''^^^t’^^heueved thS^h^vf^" 

ira "work":rBishop ouer. 

not known to whom they are addressed. See app 

(li) A Mias P.C.A.William, Y^r^alatrri^onme vice- 
Otter mn such e school .ahs wss later 
pri^oipsl at the Rouse of Jiducatlon. a Mrs. Fleming 
rfr.end from Home and Coloplal ran one at Amhleslde. 
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Many hundreds of stiidentB must have passed through the 
College, taking with them Miss lHaBon* s views on the 
Importance of the Individual ^lld*and her belief that 
on© of the dutiea of a teacher was to Instil a * Joy 
of learning* Into the ghlMren.(9) (1) 

Another Interesting develoinent of her work is 
first fnenttoned in the scheme for Teacher Training written 
while Miss Mason was still at the uavlson School, This is 
the ’^Liberal Sdncatlon for All« movement. This movement 
was based on her belief that it was wrong for an 
inferior ednoation to be given to the lower classes, especially 
as the middle class were anyway more privileged. Most 
pul)ltc elementary schools possessed few very poorly 
printed books and little equipment. Middle class schools 
often had plenty of books and good equipment, but It was 
the children who went to these schools who had the benefit 
of such things in their own homes. Miss Mason therefore 
argued that it was schools catering for poor children that 
should particularly be supplied with plenty of well printed 
booka, pictures, music, etc. She believed, unlike 

many of her contempdraTies that all children eo’ild understami 
and appreciate claaalcal music, painting and llterataie written 
"by such an there as Scott, Wordoworth and Stevenaon. (11) 


(1) The 'Joy of teaming' la a phraae repeatedly 

in llisa Mason's work, hut the first appear^ce I could f 
la In a letter written to Mrs Moveham c Wb4. 

(11) one toed' a School waa rofuaed Rohina^ flOl^ 

Inland Story hy the local Bducatlon Authority! ( ) 
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She wrote In 1^16 » when the achemo waa just he^inning to 
be established! (11) "^he cojumoa eurrlculim in all clasaes 
of society is wy aim and ttie only thing for a true education," 
It took many years before she wag even able to start to 
eetabllsh her scheme . It wag fifty years since her first 
mention of the Idea to its introdnction In a public elementary 
school in Bradford in 1914^ One of the objections me 
the cost of books etc. but another iras that working class 
children had a * limited vocabulary* and would not under stand 
the proposed curriculum. To this Miss Mason replied "Bo 
tell the unbelievers that the mind la a mill 1*at cannot 
grind without grisV*.(12) 

The groundwork for the IntroducUon of the * Liberal 
Education for All* progiuwniO‘ had been laid by a series of 
letters published in the Times in 1912, These letters 
on the theme that knowled|^ is the basis of national 
strength were later published In pamphlet form by Miss 
Mason, However it was the first World War^ the early 
British defeats and the difficulty experienced in manning 
and developing the new technical equipment that made 
people wonder if our elementary education system was 
adequate. This debate opened the door to Miss 

Mason's llbeial education lor all programme. Miss 
Mason's system did not provide the ecientlfio and technical 
training considered necessary by many. Nevertheless by 
the end of the War many schools had adopted her acre 
advanced programme of elementary education, and the concept 
that the working clasBes had the right tc and were t^pable of 
receiving the same education as the middle clasees became 
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THE FORTY SHIRES. 


The country about Stratford is not romantic, but . 
extremely pleasant The town stands in a fine, open 
valley. The Avon, a considerable stream, winds past 
it through pleasing meadows. The country is well 
cultivated, and about are wooded uplands and more 
distant ranges of hills. The town, itself is a good 
quiet, country-town. In Shakespeare’s time it could 

be nothing more than a considerable Village. , 

Stratfdrd appears now to live on the fame of 
Shakespeare. Wherever you turn you see, — the 
Shakespeare Hotel, or the Shakespeare Theatre, or the 
statue of Shakespeare, in its niche in the front of the 
Town Hall. A large sign informs you that, ‘ In/this 
•house the Immortal Hard was born and you go in 
and find the walls written all over, from floor to 
ceiling, and even upon the ceiling, with the names of 
the thousands who have come to Stratford to honour 
the memory of our great poet. 

The church stands pleasantly between Stratford 
and the Avon j it is surrounded by trees, ahd there is 
an avenue of trees leading up to the porch. Before 
the Communion-rails is a row of flags, which, we read, 
cover the remains of the poet, his wife, Ann Hathaway, 
and his daughter Susanna. In a niche, close by, is 
the bust from which most of the portraits of Shakes- 
peare we see have been taken. The head is noble, 
and the face, wise, kind, and grave ; but we are a 
little disappointed, for we expect some sign of the 
mirth and fun of which his plays are full : the bust 
may not be a very' true likeness. 

Across some pleasant meadows, lies the village of 
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STRATFORD-ON-AVON CHURCH. /». i8o. 
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All important part of tho 'Liberal Education for All* 
prograinme wore the children's text l»ooks. Those were also 
to occupy her in another way- For many years ohe had been 
diaaatisfled with many of the children's text books on the 
markett She wrote of her early experienceo ---"the 
children read English history out of a miserable little 
book a quarter of an Inch thick and entirely uninteresting" (13) 

In her usual definite fashion Charlotte Hasan decided to 
remedy this- She wrote her own- Her first book was 
called "The Forty Shires p their History, Scaiery, Arts 
and Le ;endB". Later this book was to become part of 

her "Ambles ide Geography Books" to be used in the maJ 
Schools- These books she illustrated with her own 
pen and ink drawings. Children's books were not her 
only publications. She also wrote extensively on her 
educational and philosophical principles, Kucb of this 
was published in the Home Education Series. When she 
died she had 5ust finished her "An Essay towards a 
Philosophy of Education" , a philosophy expressing her 
ideas on the individuality of children, that education 
should bo relevant to the child's environment, and 
that education should be a basis for adult life* All 
of these ideas were first eiproeaed during her years 
at Worthing- 


^ iitousa niBtoar* 

‘ 3. IFAaf (Tflt Viirfewf 

Tbe Curi^r waji a bell ^hhh WilJ^bia t'onw 
Boandcd to l«? rtm^ c^erj^ nigtit ot wght o clock, 
lud then nil the Engl i ah were obliged to put 
cmt their fijta and lights. 

4. TFlc^l If as Willkm't charai^er f 
Wiiliiin the First was a prince of ^at 
coiiniee and amhitioti, hut he treated the Eng- 
liab with tnuch seTority. 

^ hag did rnUmm the Fh$i rei>n ? 

William tbs Conqueror reigned twen^-ona 
' rear*. His death was oceaaioned bt a fjall &om 
hie boTse as he was riding through the city of 
Mantea in France. — — 

* 8. Mo^ came /As i& 6s In 

JVflBCff f 

■William haring received some affront from 
the King of France, entered that kingdom ; and 
riding tbrbngb Mantea* wbile the town was on 
fire, bis horse trod on the hot cindcra, and 
bruised the king so riolently that it ocemrioned 
bis death. 

7, What do yen mtan iy 
Doomsday-book was an account wldcb WilHam 
bad taken of all the lands in tbe kingdom ; and 
■ it ii still preseired in the Exebe^^uer* 

I 8* .Hinf TFii'/ioift ofiy jfhfflj7y f 

1 Tea ; ‘WiUbm had four eons j— Eobert, Eicb- 

ard, WilliaiD, and Hemj ; and fire daugUtert* 




wunAliH tL I ^ 



iSi 1 Wbi in 1067, dCiS Id IlOO, infr ■ IvIfB U ^ M». 

9. UTAo f weceerfeJ WiJliam the Ooftgiteror f 

His third son, WUIiani, aurnatnei^ Kufus, or 

red, froui the colour of bia hair. 

10. Tflty isat rat hi* elder brother ^ Mdberit 
mode Kitty f 

Eobert bad offended Ms father, and tberefore 
be left him only the duchy of Kormandy; and 
Hichard was kiDed by a deer in the New Forest. 

11. ITAmf ifffls the New Foreetf 

The New Forest was in Bnmpsbire; it exten- 
ded thirty miles, and was made by William the 
Concjueror for the purpose of hunting. 

12 . When did Wdliam iU Seeoni otemd tU 
throia f 

William the Second ascended the throne in 
U187, and reigned thirteen jenrs. He waa a 
riotent and tTrannical Frhce * snd was slaia is 
1 2 



A page from "English Htatory" by <a ii3dy% 
This book first printed In the sarly 1360’s 
Taay have been one of those Charlotte Mason 
so strongly criticised as being *mieemble* 
and"entlrely untnteresting.o Over 25(000 
copiee were sold, 
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Mies UaBoa left the Da-vleon School in 1973 end 
it eeems to have fallen into a period of decline • Few 
records exist front then until 1900 j hut it does appear 


Middle Class childj?eii did not survive her departure* Soae- 
tlme during^ the last q^uarter of the 19th century the 
Middle School disappeared and the school became an 
ordinary Church Voluntary School with a Glila* and a 
Mixed Infants* Department* In I89I the fees were 
only 4d* a week for the highest Standard* This was less 
than one quarter of the cost In 1970 ^ not taking into 

account InflatioiU (l) 

The discontinuation of Charlotte Mason’s work was 
probably because only she had the strength of personality 
to carry It forward* The Inspectors’ Report for 18?4, 
one year after she left, already reports a change* The 
Infant and Girls* Schools were no longer run by one 
mistress, but divided between two different teachers* (2) 
Obviously it was difficult to find somebody else with ths 
energy and ability of Mias Mason, The Annual Deficit 


necessity of the Worthing Voluntary Schools Committee to 



that the separate school Mise Mason* started for Lower 


again began to grow and t: 
got shorter each year, {3) 


and the list of voluntary donations 


However, the change may 


also have been caused by the 




In the town* 
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In 1B85 the Education Department again proposed that a 

School Board he eetabUshed In Wo r thin giu} Once a^ln the 

Voluntary Sohoola were able to raise eufflclent fdnds and 

to eatahllsh enough echool plaeea to satlafy the Department^a 

requirements. It may have been to satisfy these demands 

I 

that i}avi 9 on hacame an ordinary voluntary elementaiy school* 

By 1S99 t however, sufficient places could not be 
maintained by the Voluntary Schools and a School Board was 
established. As the 1902 Education Act abolished School 
Boards, Worthing’s was short-lived. 

The 1902 Education Act not only abolished School 
Boards and gave their work to the local County Borough or 
County Council, it also extended rate-aid to the Voluntary 
Schools* Henceforth maintenance and the payment of teachers 
would be met by the local authority as long as certain 
conditions were met by the voluntary school. These 
conditions mainly related to the siie and condition of the 
building* Meeting them seems to have been a source of great 
difficulty to the Davison School* The Beports for 

the period 1902 - 1914 constantly refer to the appalling 
condition of the building and to the overcrowding in the 
classrooms*(5)ln 1912 the building was condemned by the 
Board of Education and threatened with closure unless 
improvements were carried out. 

Fortunately for the School, the 19U-X91B War came 
which stopped any drastic measures helng taksn hy the Board. 
After the War was over Immediate action bad to be taken if 
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the Sfihool ita.B not to bo cloeed. Ones more It was the 

vicar of the Chapel of Ease (now St, Paul's Church with 

a I^rlBh in Its own right) who was to net about ralaing 

iSindB* Unfortunately, the vicar, Mr, Cunnlnghaa,dled 

before his plans could bo completed, but the work was 

i 

taken up by a Colonel Randolph, Enough money was raised 
to enable a new building to be erected. 

The new building opened In April 1927 p hut in 
I92fl the character of the echool was changed when It became ^ 
under a re-organ isaiion of educational plana for the aresp 
a girls’ secondary achool*(0 

the Davison Church of cngland Secondary &irls* 
school, as It was now called, kept up its close association 
with E>t, Paul’s Church, the former Chapel of ^^se. It 
continued as a Voluntary Aided school until after the 
Second world War when it no longer eattaficd the deniends of 
the 1944 Education Act. Once again an appeal was made 
to ralee fund, for rehuilding. hut thie time the teeponae 
TOfl not aofficient.Perhape in the changed social climate 
after the Second World Wat an appeal to raise money in 
order to keep the School under the control of the Church 
,ae not enough. In 19® It became a controlled school 
under the auepioee of the Local Education Authority and 
at the aanottme it loat its connection with the former 
Chapel of Ease. The new school building -as on a different 

site in a new parish, so the Ylcar of St. PauU no longer 
sat on the Board of Governors, 

one more change was to take place before the history 
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ol the School is up to (latOp As a result of the 1968 
Education Act, the uavlaon p^chool hecame part of the Worthing 
Comprehensive ^>ysten* It becaTne the « ill lam Davison uhurch of 
aigland nigh ^chool for ylrls. It is a strange co-lncideoee 
that this is bow Charlotte Mason referred to it in a memoranduji 
found after her death(7). Also, comprehensive education is in 
Toany ways an extension of her Ideal of a national system of 
education for all. Of William Iiavlaon'a thoughts we know very 
little r hut presumably he too would hv pleased to know that an 
institution to which hs gave so much time and energy still 
flourishes to give "the advantages of education to the children 
of the Inhahitants ofWorthing'’. (8) 


pi Xc/ir^C 
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The present pattern of coiupulflory echooling in England 
is less a century cldi ajid an isiniense increase in 

educational provision has taken place during this period, 
1080 popular opinion demanded that every child had the 
right to education regardless of the financial status or 
religion of the parents. To Taring about the neceasary 
expansion of schools some degree of Government control 
and standarajatlon was insvl table, and although, even today 
there Is some variation in educational facilities in 
different areas, there is a school place for every child. 
However, before effective State control the provision 
of schools and the quality of teaching therein varied 
enormously. It would seem that much of this variation 
was due to the influence of a particular personality, 
whoae woA to a locality led to the creation of educational 
faculties better than those generally available. These 
Individuals see, to have had the vitality and drive vhlch 
enabled thep to put into practice their educational Ideale. 
Moreover, these people seen to have had the capacity and 
talent to succeed in many different fields, education 
being Just one of their IntersBis. 

Nationally many einnplea of these erceptlonal 
personalitlee exist - Hohert Oven perhaps being the most 
famoue. In Worthing, WlUlan Davison and Charlotte 
Mason are examples of these extmordtoary people whose 
capacity for work and whose talents not only had oo many 
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f&cetB, tmt wlioae energetic Bctliritlee developed end 


extended education Tor 
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The school Wllliani Davison founded In 1812 wao not, 
admittedly, an outotanding educational innovation, llfany 
such schools were being founded at this tine, Bit it 


was founded only a year after the National Society and it 
iras one of the first schools to be given a grunt by them. 

The Night School and the Girls* School which followed were 
not unl(iue. Even the Infant Schools can only claim to be 
do for ft few months. Nevertheless, mvison was always Im 
the forefront of educational Initiative. The Netting 
School and Worthing Institute were all early examples, of 
their kind. Moreover, Davison provided free places at school 
for more than of the child population of Worthing at a 
time when It was estimated that nationally only one cftlld in 
sixteen received any kind of education, (1) 

William Davison* s other work in Worthing was equally 
spectacular* The Chapel of Base flourished under his care, 
and »',.as a preacher he Is neither tedious or dull, his 


persuaslTe ."(2). Soon aftsr he arrived in the Toim he 
became one ol Its Commissioners. He «as s Director of the 
Local Lending Library and the Working Men's Savlnes Bank. ^ 
m spite of all these activities, he found time to travel 
on the continent, end in fact, was in Paris st the outbreak 
Of the 1030 Revolutton.O) His memorial in the Chapel of 




ssimous and disoourass ara 


well arranged, both liberal and 


■SE" 




53 


Base paya tribute to ble imtlrlnff aealp 

However, few of the Ihatttuttone he fmmded were lon« 
to survive him, and the only school etlll in eilstence today 
ts the one which again waa to come under the influence of an 
outstanding personality. Before this time, the school, the 
Infants in Chapel Hoad, renamed the Davison School, was 
threatened with closure despite a new building and a new 
college trained miatreas* Apparently these innovations 
alone were not enough. The arrival of Charlotte llason with 
her outstanding capacity for work, her organising talent and 
her imaginative approach to education revitalized the school. 
The Girls’ Department she added gave education to a sect Ion 
of the population previously neglected. However, like 
Hill lam Davison, Charlotte Mason did not limit her energy 
to one particular activity. As already discussed In 
Chapter 4? while in Vfor thing she already was considering 
other aspects of edut^tion, addition, she continued her 
studies, travelled fairly extensively In f^land and on the 
Continent, carried on a large oorrespondence with friends 
and wrote poetry. After she left Worthing her career 
was to develop In many other directions. 

In Worthing itself, after her departure the school she 
had built up declined, and a cycle of threatened closure, 
fund raising and reprieve began, nevertheless, it would 
seein thvt the Impetus her work and personality had given to 
the school was sufficient to save It from complete failure. 

The Boys* and theG iris' Schools started about the same time, 
and which had flourished under the influence of William 
Deviaon did not survive. By the md of the century they 
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reported to be the worst schools in Worth.lng( 4 ) a^d 
In 1901 were taken over by^ the School Board, However the 
Infant school, renaifled the Davison School, together with the 
Girls’ Department added by Charlotte Mason, was etUl 
sufficiently strong at the turn of the century to 
satisfy the requirements of ths I303 Education Act. Althou^ 
re-orgaoised and perhaps unrecognisable as the original 
estsblishaent, it was the last uncontrolled Church of 
England Girls’ Secondary School in West Sussex, 

Today, although no longer Independent of the Local 
Education Authority it flourishes, one hundred and sixty 
three years since ffllllan J^vlson began his work and over 
a centujT since charlotte Mason revltalUed it. To 
have survived so much longer than its contemporaries was 
I suggest, dependant upon Its good fortune to be aeaoclated 
not only with an inspired founder, but also later with a 
schoolmiatresa of suoh energy and talent. 
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Ol?, THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE FOR RIANAGT KG 
THE AFFAIHS OF THE 

“(^(0 

■ ■ - ■ rn*t 

JFWFi. IB®¥S. " 


e 1. 1 Committee, for irninaRinpt the utTiiim of tfie IVortbin? Tree 

bchfjol, are c neon raged liy lli< libftraliJy wliich they have alrcadv experienced 
from the Visitors and the Inhahiinnts nt large* to make a second nripeal to their 
fee Jin gs* on behalf of the Insilitmion for wiiidi they arc interested! The svstem 
which they have adopted, for the education of the children of the Inhnhitants, is 
intended to, combine the advantages nf (lie ttvo Eimibr methods of instrociion,*, 
wtuch have bo deservedly occupied the iittention ofthe piiblic*and at the same time 
to avoid any objections which tiiight be made to tdlicr of them : and thev trustv 
Ihatu s«mcicpit degree of sncccFslins fiitlicrto nttcmlcd it, to prove, fhatUic funds, ,1 
which are imuvoidab|y rcf|Utrcd for Fiidi an Mtiderlnking, could not havc‘ been 
expended in a manner more advifntagroiis to the indiTidiuils, or imire beneficial 
to the country at large. 

'I'he liritfsh Nation fan only derive the transcendcntly plevafed rank 
which it holds, among so many rivals of its opulence end itsglory, and w hich rises 
more and more (mnfjpicumiF, as eacFi ftucccsKjve year adds to its atchievements and 
to its resources, from the energy nriei activity which a superior degree of colt ivaiion 
confen on n popniution comparatively inconsiderable* It is in the crtucation of 
the lium blest and most mimcrmfs paris of the communityi that the means of still ' 
further jdiproviiig this cultivation muKtljcfiooglit;nnd forCiinaicly the new methods '■ 
of inHtruciion, nfiich have hcen bo generally introiluccd for this purpose, prcsi-nt 
the happiest expedient for meeting, in the most eflVcIuat manner, the increasing 
calls of the state on the powers and fneukiea of its tiicmbers. It is tlic pride of 
this country, that not only its most inagiiificent charities arc conducted by the 
dTorts of individual mnnUicence, hut that each subject liabitually a?=Msts, in lui 
private capacity, in Htipporling and carrying into ctlccl llm nbfcctsof civil govcni* 
mentj that he participates in itR measures, and exults in its prosperitv ; imr can 
those perfiOnB, whose circumstances allow them to cooperate in the premoiiou of 
piihUc improvements, contribulc more esstntially to the ivelfaro of their countrr, 
than by bestowing, on occasions like the prescot, donations, which niav becaNrd 
Irining if Kcparately eonsidcred, but wliich in the aggregate will procfucc eirecls 
of immense importaoco* 
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62 APPParoui 3 

Copy of Letter Circulated to all fariohea in England and 

Wales by the Select Comm 1 tie a on Education of the Loner Orderat IBIB* 

The writing in the marf^lrv Is the Kev* William UaYison^e replies. 

The original is In Worthing Reference Library, Suesex Boom, 

Boyo* Free School Scrapbook. 
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HOUSI! OF COMMONS. 


I 

, Committco on Education, 

niivciiEND Sin, W, 1010. 

J HAVE to require tl.at you „i[l trans.nit, a,, ^pccclilv a. i 
Answers to the foilowiitg Queries; ^ ^ 








Parish? 

—IIOIV^ many arc taught in each such School? , ‘ 

3— llOlVr many are clothed or hoarded in caeli sucli School ? 






AVUAT increase or dimlnulioii lias taken ulqce in fl,. J'' 

iiumhcrs,Bararhacfcn3youcanirnco? ^ « nhove^,, 






5.-What Salaries and oU.cr Emoluments hare the Mastc, Ar {A 

tresses, and od.cr persons employed in each Jh 

■ or according to the p.-erailinu 

• so h s'l" •“ Oo possessed y eh 

ttichSchooJ? 




7. AM there any Funds, generally understood in tlio neighbourhood 
have been originally destined to the support of lay Scliool 
nd whieii arc not so npplicd, or in part misapplied ? ^ ^ ' 

^ou wtU be pleased to address your AnWers to thc/r^ufiS dlfC 
cover to me, at the “ //ousc oF Cn,n„,on„. Wo,,;- and S in Jo 

corner of iLr«na,,i; .. ^,rux\rciou Xtvtttruxr ' ™ 

m f y- ^ 

f - ^-■'-^our obedient liumtde Servant, 
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Sir, 


henjiv brougfiam; . 

Cfinirmani 

tommiVrof OM EfluMon, 

A O r hitv'utg lem'rcd n„y vtn.nrerr fromymt to the above Cheuljtr r r. 
to beg that you xtouhl favour me mith ' them as eartu as tiosubic 11 ' 
ordered to ic made tf ike Reiurus is stopped r<>r il J„ 'Le ''"/P' 
tmoiiUiug to report your ntwie as baring omilled to m be a rcturu In 
oniwissioii may bate arisen from your val reeriV,,,-- tbe ori«;,/ol r- ‘ t 
"~-ir ■f''f ^ 1 1 " '^1' ■fin.Wtti 
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Copy Letter. Charlotte Maaon to Rlole Groveham <j 1861, 

Ftitiau collectton, London University, 

Sunday, 

My dear friend, 

Mr, Huston wrote to the other day and In his letter was the 
following excellent advice "Choose no friends hut those whose society 
you would like to enjoy through Eternity", Is It not a heautlful * 

thought. The business of making that Eternity a happy one belongs 
to ourselves, 

I am all alone here. There is no one with whom I can seek that 
syqipathy which Is such a craving of my nature. I live within five 
minutes of the sea, and yet until this evening I have not even been 
there, l had no one to ^;o with and could not summom courage to venture 
alone in a place so atran;.e to me# »l^iis evening, however, old Mrs, 
Read took the matter in hand and after a great deal of persuasion, 
succeeded In gettin me to try the experiment, I got Into a retired 
part of the beach and stood watching the oeaf half inclined to cry 
half inclined to laugh and more than half inclined to scream with 
a strange wild joy, and throw myself in, and jo^ji with the mad 
gambols of the waves. Ohi it was grand to watch the vast 
thing. The view bounded only by the darkness of the horizon; 
where the green sea and the l)lue sky melted Into one, and there 
It lay. Its great bosom seeming to be ever heaving and swelling 
with deep emotions of gratitude and love to Him who made it what It 
is, with Its endless hymn of praise to its great creator, from the 
depths of Its mighty heart, and filling the air with Its deep strong 
cadences — "What are the wild wavee saying? '* I cannot tell you 
how passionately, how Intensely I love the sea. 

This evening when I fljrst saw the great boundless expanse 
of waters, and heard the rushing of the waves, I felt my heart 
beat and my whole being stirred as if , I do not know, as If what 
for I do not know of anything else that could have had just the 
same effect. i never look upon It as a maaa of fnseneate mutter 
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but as something hairing a grand, au-llme exlatance nearer 
and akin to the all pervading spirit - esaence oT the Ood-head 
than any other creature, I believe that were I left to follow 
the dicta tee of my heart, I should worship not the sun, nor any 


the earth, but the Sea, the mighty Sea would be the idol 
of my heart. Bit as it Is it perfoims a nobler, holler office 
for me. It Is one of the Ministers of Hla* that do his pleasure* 
It is a mighty and eloquent preacher telling of the wondrous power 
andmajesty of its God and making me feel my own ©xoeedin^ 
impotence and insignificance* 



> 
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APFBjDIX, ] |^ 


fy^SotmciU 


Coplea of some draft letters found amounijat the PNEU Collection 
of Fapeye; London Univeraity. They were In a blotter 

Charlotte Msaon used and were overlooked when her other 
letters were destroyed- The handwriting ia Mies Kason’s- 
Unfortiinately It was Impossible to photocopy them* 

"Tira have most likely forgotten the conversation which gives 

me an excuse for writing to you- 1 have Just been reading an 

article on” governesses** written by you, which, shewing how inuch 

in t erf at you take in education has made me again wish to draw your 

i 

attention to a scheme which to my mind promisee to meet every 
difficulty with which the subject is beset, I do wish I might 
Interaet you so far that you would be Induced to study the 
subject £oi^y^rself and, In due time, write upon It so as to gain 
general attention. 

The reform I propose should begin at the foot of the ladder 
and work upwards - and I fear you will say that is precisely 
what you see no need for as National Schools, those at the foot, 
are in so satisfactory a state that your odly wish Is that better 
class children either went to these same schools or were 
otherwise as well taught also, that this instinct Is to be 
comnfunlcated only by means of constant personal Influence - 

There are four great difficulties to be met at the outset- 
First - the displacing of existing teachers. On this head, it Is 
to be considered that the change would neceasarlli' be gradual - 
other employment would open, while on the other hand, the oountiry 
would profit by the most valuable kind of labour, that of cultivated 
and educated people - especially a new and real sphere of useful 
work would br* provided and opened for women. 

The social standing of such teachers should be recognised. 

This would hardly be a diffloulty as most managers would be only 
too glad to have gentle, pleaffmt-mtnded fellow workers. 

Then, such teachers should be as thoroughly trained and 
prepar' d to work as hard aa does the present body- Such training 
would be at firat the great difference. Each of H-M •Inspectors 
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ml^ht pf^xhapa indicate a sclriool In hla district where practical 
training mirht he obtained, to he seconded by a few months at 
a training school* 

Afterwards, the work of training teachers both for Katlonal 
and private schools as well as for /^vemesseo in families would 
take an Important place In the working of a school, 

t 

Such pupil teachers should be chosen with reference to their 
homes, should be educated with all usual accomplishments* 

Thus National schools would train a race of thoroughly taught 
govern esse a who would In the meantime be giving valuable help* Also 
a superior class of children would he attracted as boardere or 
otherwise, with the view of being hereafter trained as teachers 
and these would help to give tone to the school. 

The remaining difficulty Is a money one* Such stipends 
dhould be offered In these schools as would make the profession 



fairly paying* 

If the desired result Is insjruction as extended and 
thorough as the time in school and the power of the children will 
allow , then I do think the schools most eff Indent - in most 
cases they really do send out sharp-witted, fairly well taught 
boys and girls* But they might do morel School influence is in 
the hands of government and by government deputed to clergymen and 


.] 

'•4 


L 

\: 


others who would naturally use their power in favour of law and 
order- And yet, the discrepances of class and class increase* 
Clever National School boys use their wits on the 'International', 
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Letter 2, 

4 Suoeex Place » 

, worthing 

Monday „ 

Dear Sir, 

You asked me to give you an Idea of the possible rinancial 

i 

scheinet and I ara anxious to do so hefore you see your friend, 

Su ppose the scheme fairly working* 

No better style of teadiers in any schools. Masters, mostly 
University men. Mistresses, as equal as (lees by a head) women 
can be - 

Schools of 110 poor children 


20 Better class - 



4 or 6 boarders. 



not larger - the Influence which 

is to do 

the work would be 

ineffective among too many* 



Scale of Fees 



Children of Labourers (say 60) 

10/^ a 

year. 

" Mechanics (5^) 

£l 

1, 

" SRTiall Tradesmen (20) 

£2* 

rt 

" Hlaher ** (12) 

£4 

rt 

or Including languages 


ir 

Gentlemen (with lang,)(B) 

£10. 

n 


Boarders, Children of gentlemen to feet Pupil Teacher class £40* 
With languages. 

For Music, an addittonal payment in each csase* 

All children expected to make companions of their own order, to 
prevent toadstng as well as other evils. 

Pupil teachers! Of aj» age to be confirmed - say 15 or l6 
To work the school 

To receive no payment 

To board with Principal* paying £50 ^ year- 
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If in a town to be taught German, French and Drawing by maetem, 

8 or more In a school. 

These not all to b e designed for teachers some for private teaching., 
bat the principle of the thing being that three years pupil teachArehtp 
Is the best kind of * finish^ giving the mental culture to be had 
by working, mind to mind, with a cultivated person, besides an 
opportunity of doing useful work in the world, itself an education* 

Por lads, it would be a preparation for a University - or 
atm more important, a substitute, really making a liberal 
education possible to youths not intended for Universities, 
by giving them an opportunity tooontinue their education to an 
age when *hey would be overgiiown boys in school. 

These boarders and pupil teachers would cost about €16. a bead. 
Outsiders, One. source of income remains* Classes for certain 

subjects, say French, German, Natural Science, Arithmetic, to be open 
to outsiders, at £4* a year per subject. 

INCOME » 

School Peea £J0. £50. £40. £46. £12. (languagea) 60 - £240. 


Government Giant 

Boarders * . . ... * « • . 

Pupil Teachers .. * 

Outsiders (say 12 or Ij) ... 

A total of £750 


60 

160 

240 

50 


Expenses School rooms provided. 

^ House possibly so. 

Masters for French, German andDrawlng* • *£lG0 

Board for Pupil Teachers 200 

School room exp nses 50 
Other expenses ^ ^ 50 

(l am not sure whether Cl6, a head covers servants) 
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Letter ^ 

You asked me to shew you *hs scheme as I Imagined U at 
work in some school so as to prove Ita financial praotlbillty. 
Take thla school 

The mtatress'a salary is £85* 

Aasi9fcmts{at sne time nearly ClOO) now £60 
Opposing no paid help In the school » that elites £145. 

6 Boardere paying £25, 

8 Pupil Teachers ” 

(The latter learning French, Music, Qmrtn&n and Drawing) 

Boarders are supposed to cost £16, a head - so the surplus 
would at least cover the mistress's peraonal expenses for 

housekeeping etc, I think the schools should have 100 poor 


children and sat ( ? ) better off - a larger number would lose 
the virtue of influence. The rates of payment should vary - 
Children of labourers, 10/- a year 
^ of mechanics £l* " 

" small tradesmen £2 

" large tradesmen £4 

** with languages £6, 
gentlemen inc, languages £10. 


The underlying rule should be that all children make companions 
of their own ord.i-r this to prevent toadying, as well as other 
evils. Such 20 childr n would make the stipend at least £20, more 
“ £165. Then, parsons invited to attend the leaaons in such and 
such subjects, Grammar £4* a year, Arith. &c* This I think would 
answer even now, suppose 12 such pupils and we have a salary 
of £200 a year - at least without any personal expenses. 



I 


I 


The World to Come (The Disciple), 

A child win play all day at what he’ll do » 
“When I arn bigl 
"Great hunter will I bet 
"That Be Id I'll dig I” 

His pairnts Iw»k on smiling while he piny*, 

And with Ijcwihirrmjt rlifuiKC* niinpo* hi* ditys. 

And wc. jMHir fimlUli. wlicii wc dream and sav 
"Tliu* shnti it be.— 

"Our Father worketh yet, 

**And chall not we? 

‘*Not eager* we, for crowns or crystal seat, 

'Or harps or ainging or eternal ease; 

*We would be doing as our Father dotht 

"Wc have no fears ; 

'With all our puny might 
"Would roll His spheres!'' * 

Sure, not for this severely will He' chide, 

Our Father, who for love of us bath diedf 

"Fe sAafi go before ffour brethren and help them, 
unHt the Lord AolA giciru yeur brethren reel ' ' 

O the dear world, sweet life, congenial joy*l 
How give them up ? 

Though all be sin-dcBled, 

Where Bud we ebe 

The pvomise we believe our longings hold,^ 

What work for ua in any other fold? 



All bright may glow the joys of other sphere#. 

But this, our home] 

And would we barter it 
For any gam, » 

Poorer* less constant, had our subs^tance grown; 
Jesus, in separate joy* were It^s our own. 

Continuance, sure, belongs to higher life; 

^ All fickleness, 

All change, with Death must pass* 

And leave us true ; 

Less a new life than utmost scope in this* 

With help laid on us here, ah, hope of blisil 

Jealous are we, with jealousy unreasoning, 

Over their joys; 

For their gain, sadly bear 
Unbidden loss; ^ 

With Him;^ — ^in Him;^ — ^ there all the promise ends; 
Ourselves, not Christ, do banish our Eweet friendi. 

Sure, the dim kingdom where we sent our Dead 
Is of the world ; 

The heaven of Christ is ruled 
By other laws: 

Not cumbrous change in circumstance and plao^ 
But the enraptured vision of His facet 

Death opes not heaven *s gate ; for long ago. 

Soon as the King 
Shone in upon the soul * 

Did heaven begin: 

A blessed state, a lifting up for ever; 

Not some far seats w^hen soul and body sever: 

Two fuller consummations be there yet 
. To this full bliss;— ^ 

Our holy dead have reached 
The second life, — 

Where pure eyes see the King in bi^uty fresh. 

And service bears no dragging clog of flesh. — “ 






Then to live out all possibilit let . * 

Of Jove and help, 

Of counsel and support, 

That now but mock 

These slow unloving wills: to be unseen ^ , 

Among our own beloved, a ghostly screen, * ' r. ; ; :: 1' 

And lov^e them with Jove purely purged from telf. 

That, as an air 4 

Tender, should wrap their lives. 

Nor ever fret 

With any waywardness; to lay their cares, 

And with pure spirit-promotings, help their ! 

prayers*— i 

What life were thisl Nor only for our own . . 

Would we have help 

Laid on us, but for all » 

Whose pain now moves, ' * 

WTiose thoughts inspire, — all life that any way. 

If only in fond dream, on ours doth play. 

And not unowned, or self-imposed, our tasks; 

Ever bidden. 

By the dear Word of God, 

Willing His will, 

I n the low rest of meekness, were our ease : i 

So, working, should we yet from Ittboura cease, - 

Poor* ignorant and foolish, what know we 
If this may be. 

Or other, better lifet 
We trust in ThecI 

Our Father, wilt not smile on us and say, 

"Tis but my silly children at their play I'* 

CiuEi^orrE M. Masoii. 
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